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SPECIAL CIVIL AIR REGULATION 

EMERGENCY EVACUATION EQUIPMENT FOR DC-3 TYPE AIRPLANES 

S e c t i o n s 40J .73 , 4 1 . 2 3 d , and 4 2 . 2 4 c e f f e c t i v e November 2 8 , 1 9 5 5 , 
r e q u i r e i n p a r t t h a t a f t e r May 3 1 , 1 9 5 7 , on a l l p a s s e n g e r - c a r r y i n g a i r ­
p l a n e s , a t a l l emergency e x i t s which a r e more than 6 f e e t from t h e ground 
•with t h e a i r p l a n e on t h e ground and w i t h t h e l a n d i n g g e a r e x t e n d e d , means 
s h a l l be p r o v i d e d t o a s s i s t t h e occupants i n descend ing frem t h e a i r p l a n e . 
Th i s requirement was adopted on t h e b a s i s o f e x p e r i e n c e which had shown 
t h a t i n c e r t a i n i n s t a n c e s , i t i s e s s e n t i a l t h a t some means be prov ided t o 
a s s i s t p a s s e n g e r s i n e v a c u a t i n g a i r p l a n e s on t h e ground. 

The a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h i s emergency e v a c u a t i o n requirement t o t h e DC-3 
a i r p l a n e , however , would impose an economic burden on t h e o p e r a t o r s o f 
t h i s a i r p l a n e w i t h o u t a c o m e n s u r a t e i n c r e a s e i n s a f e t y . The r e a r window 
emergency e x i t o f t h i s a i r p l a n e i s j u s t o v e r 6 f e e t from t h e ground, w i t h 
t h e l a n d i n g g e a r e x t e n d e d , and a c c o r d i n g l y would r e q u i r e t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n 
o f a means t o a s s i s t d e s c e n t . However, t h e main p a s s e n g e r door and % 
window emergency e x i t s which a r e l o c a t e d o v e r t h e w ings r e q u i r e no s p e c i a l 
means t o a s s i s t d e s c e n t and t h e y a f f o r d an e x c e l l e n t means o f emergency 
e v a c u a t i o n . Furthermore, a s t u d y o f DC-3 a i r p l a n e a c c i d e n t s from 1 9 3 8 
through 1955 does n o t d i s c l o s e any i n c i d e n t i n which t h e absence o f a 
means t o a s s i s t t h e d e s c e n t o f occupants from t h e r e a r window emergency 
e x i t a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t e d t h e emergency e v a c u a t i o n of p a s s e n g e r s . T h i s 
record can be a t t r i b u t e d i n g r e a t par t t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e DC-3 a i r p l a n e 
does n o t u t i l i z e a n o s e - w h e e l t ype l a n d i n g gear and t h e p r o b a b i l i t y o f 
t h e r e a r window emergency e x i t b e i n g r a i s e d above i t s normal h e i g h t from 
t h e ground, such a s can o c c u r when a n o s e - ^ e e l gear c o l l a p s e s , i s 
e x t r e m e l y r e m o t e . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , t h e Board i s o f t h e v i e w t h a t i t i s n o t n e c e s s a r y i n 
t h e i n t e r e s t o f s a f e t y t o r e q u i r e t h a t means be p r o v i d e d t o a s s i s t occupants 
i n descend ing from t h e r e a r window emergency e x i t o f a DC-3 a i r p l a n e . I t 
s h o u l d be n o t e d , however , t h a t a DC-3 o p e r a t o r would n o t be prevented from 
i n s t a l l i n g a means t o a s s i s t d e s c e n t s h o u l d he s o d e s i r e . 

I n t e r e s t e d persons have been a f f o r d e d an o p p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n t h e making o f t h i s r e g u l a t i o n (22 F .R. 2 6 6 3 ) , and due c o n s i d e r a t i o n h a s 
been g i v e n t o a l l r e l e v a n t m a t t e r p r e s e n t e d . S i n c e t h i s r e g u l a t i o n imposes 
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no additional burden on any person, i t may "be made effective without prior 
notice . 

In consideration of the foregoing, the Civil Aeronautics Board hereby 
makes and promulgates the following Special Civil Air Regulation, e f fec­
t ive May a , 1957. 

Contrary provisions of § 8 40.173 ( e ) , 41.23d (a ) , and 42,24c (a) of 
Parts 40, 41 , and 42, respectively, of the Civil Air Regulations notwith­
standing, after May 31, 1957, means need not be provided to ass i s t the 
occupants of a passenger-carrying EC-3 airplane in descending from the 
airplane by way of ths rear window emergency exits Provided« That the 
authority contained herein shall not apply to DC-3 airplanes which are 
operated with an occupancy greater than that specified in Special Civil 
Air Regulation No. SR-389 for DC-3 airplanes with 4 exits authorized for 
passenger use . 

(Sec. 205 (a) , 52 Stat. 984 ; 49 U.S.C. 425 (a ) . Interpret or apply sees . 
601, 604, 52 Stat. 1007, 1010, as amended; 49 U.S.C. 55L, 554) 

By the Civil Aeronautics Board: 

/ s / M. C. Mulligan 

l i . C. Mulligan 
Secretary 
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